Pessimism and the Worth of Existence.
the manhood of humanity, the third stage of tnfe world's history ; but it also Is an illusion. Wealth may be increased, mechanical inventions multiplied, and culture more widely diffused, but morality varies little, and the development of intellect diminishes happiness. The political changes which socialists demand will inevitably be realised, but those who suppose that men will be any the better when these changes have been effected will certainly be disappointed. The progress of history is not the groxvth of any positive good in history, but the growth of man's consciousness of the nothingness and vanity of human life.
The mere statement of views like those just indicated should be sufficient to render the believer in a God of wisdom and of love profoundly grateful that his faith saves him from assenting to dogmas so false and so terrible- It is only through the possession of a well - grounded faith in the perfections of God that we can be warranted in entertaining a cheerful view of the destinies of mankind. To be "without God" is, in the estimate of reason, equivalent to being "without hope in the world*" This does not imply, however, that grave exaggerations may not be detected in the reasonings and calculations on which Schopenhauer and Hartmann have based their conclusions. On the contrary, the most manifest exaggerations abound. The pessimists are plainly not impartial
U